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Abstract. The present report aimed at providing information about the Fascination of Plants
Day (FoPD) which is an initiative for popularization of plant science. FoPD was launched by the
European Plant Science Organisation /EPSOY to facilitate the understanding of plant science and to
improve its impact and visibility. The FoPD initiative was set worldwide in 2012 for first time, as
Bulgaria joined in 2015 and since then participates with events that bring plant science to the non-
scientific public. The Agrobioinstitute of the Agricultural Academy as a coordinator for Bulgaria
took the challenge to introduce FoPD among the academic society. In response, the scientific
faculties of Sofia University, Shumen University, Agricultural University and other plant research
institutions embraced the opportunity to reveal the charm of plants. Here is given an overview of
the generally mastered strategies as we put accent on the activities undertaken in the Faculty of
Biology of Sofia University where faculty members and students united with the Agrobioinstitute.
Our mission 1s on one hand to convince more Bulgarian researchers to participate in the coming
FoPDs, and on the other hand to attract more schoolteachers to bring pupils and future scientists
to the organized events, as well as interested citizens, professionals, decision-makers and media.
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importnac efor teaching and learning. The competences that young people form at
school affect their ability to continue their education and integrate successfully in
society (JERRIM ET aL. 2020). It is considered that activities involving interactions
between students and professionals are useful for efficient competency achievement
(RoMaNovTsEVA 2016; UALIYEVA ET AL. 2016). During this process occur a changing
the focus of the training to mastering key competences and developing problem-
solving abilities such as: integrated cross-curricular interaction; practical orientation
of the training; result orientation; implementation of innovative approaches and
practices in the teaching and learning process. In the focus of the FoPD’s scope is
the integration of young people and improving their motivation for professional
orientation. Respectively, in Bulgaria during the organized FoPDs, three groups
of youngsters could be distinguished — under school age, school age, and students.
The first group of kids seemed to be enthusiastic about the engagement in any
kind of activity. The pupils were interested in the demonstrations and mostly
of these activities where they could participate, and they were readily initiating
discussions demonstrating personal knowledge and interest. The group of the
students were put in the role of teachers and it was observed their evolution in
hours — from unsecure presenters to well erudite supervisors in the field of science
that showed eagemess for better performance. In this way, mainly the students but
also the school children started to develop certain science literacy that is ability for
conscious and responsible engagement in questions of the natural sciences, for use
of technology, for application of theoretical knowledge to practice, for explaining
natural processes and phenomena, and for making reasoned conclusions about the
natural sciences as part of the knowledge for the world (CRESSWELL ET AL. 2015).

From the teachers™ point of view, the modemn environment offers a wealth
of information flow and the teacher has the privilege, but also the responsibility
to choose those educational activities that will motivate students to participate
actively, provoke their thinking and help him achieve the intended results. One of
the biggest challenges for the modem teacher is to inspire his students to realize the
meaning of skill acquisition.

Extra-curricular activities are particularly useful for this purpose, including
visiting universities and laboratories and getting acquainted with the work of
scientists. The scientists can show both students and the teacher a different
perspective, "recharge" them and be more relevant to the situation. Therefore,
FoPD could be considered as such opportunity.

CONCLUSION

As a part of scientific community and researchers involved in plant science we
realize that the international FoPD aims to bring plant researchers closer to the society
and to increase awareness for plants, and innovation activities of plant science, with a
view to improve the public recognition of plants, creating a model for understanding
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